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Boston, MA — Senator Joan M. Menard (D-Fall River) and her colleagues in the Massachusetts Senate
unanimously approved a sweeping anti-gang initiative yesterday that includes a statewide witness
protection program and $11 million grant program to fund collaborative regional anti-gang efforts that
focus both on increased law enforcement activities as well as youth violence prevention programs.

The bill also includes increased penalties for using grand jury transcripts to intimidate a witness and
cracks down on the practice of “community guns” — a phrase used to describe when gang members pass
around a loaded gun to commit crimes. Also included is $750,000 to run a witness protection program
that would be managed by a seven member board and will provide services including armed protection
or escort, surveillance, and physical relocation.

“Yesterday, we sent the message that gang violence isn’t welcome in Fall River, or any other cities and
towns of Massachusetts,” Menard said following the bill’s passage. “This bill will institute new
protections for witnesses who are being intimidated by gangs, discourage gang activity, and boost
support for the kinds of programs that give youth alternatives to gangs.”

The bill was created after over two years of meetings between the Legislature’s Joint Committee on
Public Safety and Homeland Security, Massachusetts District Attorneys Association, civic leaders, law
enforcement agencies and community-based organizations. After today’s unanimous vote in the Senate,
the anti-gang bill now heads to the House of Representatives for consideration.



